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Abstract
This qualitative research study looked at ways of enabling three science teachers to improve their pedagogical knowledge and skills in their teaching of science through selected strategies such as group work, questioning skills and project work. The research sought a solution to a pertinent problem of the teachers’ inability to apply their gained knowledge and skills from the in-house teacher development programmes of Aga Khan Education Services Pakistan (AKES,P). I adopted action research methodology to address the problem as it involved direct action taking to improve the situation (Pring, 2004). I selected three schools of AKES, P and worked with three year-7 science teachers of the middle section of the school. I used interviews with the teachers, my own reflective journal, classroom observation checklist, informal discussion with the students, self-evaluation forms for teachers and my own field-notes for data collection. 

This paper is one part of my action research that is ‘improving the questioning skills of teachers’. The techniques I used to improve teachers’ ability to improve their classroom questioning skills, were conducting workshop; classroom demonstration; co-teaching with the teachers; classroom observations and feedback. I used workshop handouts, teachers’ self-evaluation forms and classroom observation checklists with the teachers as follow-up strategies to the workshop (O’Sullivan, 2002).  

The classroom observation showed an improvement in the situation. An informal discussion with students showed that teachers ensure a friendly environment, relate concepts with daily life and give equal attention to all students. 
THE TRAINEE TEACHER LEARN MORE EFFECTIVLY TO USE OF MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES IN SCIENCE CLASS ROOM

By 

Sadaf Haleem

ABSTRACT
This research paper present individual student learning style the concept of multiple intelligences as proposed by Howard Gardner, fit in well as a frame work for such a consideration .since I found to teach the way I was taught this study looks at the reaction of trainee teacher in PTC classroom to the use of multiple intelligence in learning activities for primary science. in this study the teachers were brought thought the step of such lesson as part of their pre-service training.
INTRODUCATION

The Government Elementary College of Education for Women Hyderabad  Sindh will move toward ability driven education to help individual recognize and make use of his talents and abilities .In other words education must be focus on the individual student’s needs much the same ways as manufacturing is moving towards customisations learning styles and multiple intelligence in trainee’s .

A Collaborative Action Research: An Opportunity of In-service Professional Development
By 
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ABSTRACT

In Pakistan teaching is merely considered as a part time and low status career compared to professions like medicine, engineering, IT etc. Due to this reason teaching is always considered as time pass occupation, which can be opt even by a matriculated person with little or no subject knowledge and who has a time to spend in some activities.   

This situation has resulted in highly treacherous outcomes on our educational system; some of the highlighted ones are: hiring untrained teachers, making teachers to teach irrelevant subjects; providing no motivation for professional development. Nevertheless this has created a cyclic effect, and to the greater extend played a part in shredding teachers’ role further in society with no positive outcome of education neither in the lives of students. 

Collaborative Action research is one of the opportunities that can enable teacher/s to take maximum benefits from in-service learning in the school environment. The study was conducted in a collaborative action research mode where the power relationship between the research participants were equally shared, both (researcher and teacher) were equal contributors towards each others’ learning.

The study began at the reconnaissance stage where both teacher and researcher has shared their existing understanding about child rights in our society and developed it further through various activities. We also tried to explore the possibilities to implement it in school. The notion was then practised in classroom through variety of activities such as role-plays, stories, posters, indoor games and discussion on several issues. 

The collaborative learning allowed both in developing mutual content understanding. This provided relevant learning of pedagogical skills that further enhances our perceptive of strategies teachers’ can use to enable children learning. It gave an idea of classroom management skills which includes proper coordination and organisation of class. 


The research found that collaborative action research activities triggered the need of professional development and action research to improve the quality of teachers and their motivation towards innovative learning environment. 

CLASSROOM DISCUSSION ON SOCIO-SCIENTIFIC ISSUES: KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDE

By
Naheed Parveen Anwar

Instructor; Aga Khan University-Institute for Educational Development

ABSTRACT
Reasoning on socio-scientific issues has gained a lot of attention among science educators during the recent years. Knowing that advancement in science and technology is creating a lot of social dilemmas. However, knowledge gained by the formal teaching style where teachers play a major role in one way transfer of knowledge can not assist to address some socio-scientific issues. To survive in the advancing world, it is required to shift from the transmission mode of teaching to developing conceptual understanding where children can build their understanding by playing a central role. Discussion is one such process which can be used to help students’ construct their own understanding, communication and thinking skills. Therefore, the aim of this study was to promote discussion in a lower secondary science classroom. Action research methodology based on Kemmis, Mc Taggart and Retallick (2004) cyclic model was used. I planned, acted, reflected and re-planned the next action. Discussion as a process was implemented using three approaches, recitation discussion, inquiry-problem based discussion and sharing based discussion (Arend, 2004). This paper reports on one component of the study where students were involved in sharing based discussion on some socio-scientific issues. Students built arguments from ethical, religious, economical and environmental perspectives. It helped students to form and express thoughts independently, collectively as group and panel. Verbal discussions were audio recorded, transcribed and analyzed. While written comments on discussion web organizers was also analyzed. Analysis was carried out in two steps: on-going analysis throughout the data collection process and overall analysis at the completion of field work. Finding revealed that for quality in discussion, students need specific knowledge, framework to think and build reasons. It was also found that argumentation skill develops by immersing in the process. Furthermore, discussion on socio-scientific issue rests on student’s interest where teacher has to play the role of a catalyst to keep the discussion going.  
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ABSTRACT
This article reports on a case study research into the management of successful schools with special emphasis on female leadership to see if gender does matter in successful school management. A cross case analysis was conducted  of three different schools leadership especially with regard to their profiles, personal, academic and professional qualifications, their perceptions of successful schools and the initiatives undertaken by them to improve schools. The findings reveal that gender although to an extent significant  did not matter to a great extent in successful school management, what mattered were proper delegation and devolution of authority, firm but caring relationships, appropriate monitoring structures and practices .What was significant however were  the implications of female leadership in the context of Pakistan.

To Explore the Awareness and Experience of Application of Montessori Teaching Method on Children with Special Needs

By 

Yasmeen Mohammad

ABSTRACT
Montessori Method is important during training and education of Special Children. This teaching method appeals an individual to learn the main text effectively. 

This research is based on objectives to explore awareness and experience of the application of Montessori Teaching Method on children with special needs and availability and effectiveness of Montessori Aids. For this, existing literature related to the topic was reviewed. 

Ten schools from different areas of Karachi were chosen as the population of the study. By using the Purposive sampling method, thirty regular school teachers (three from each school) were selected as respondents of the study. The data was collected through a questionnaire as well as interviewing the respondents. Then the collected data tabulated in twenty-eight tables was evaluated.

Findings of the study show that most of the regular school teachers are aware of the use of Montessori Method with Special Children but practical work is lacking. 

The study recommended that the regular schools should offer a variety of the training programs (considering the needs of special children) for developing the effective strategies for the implementation of Montessori Teaching Method for children with special needs.   

Parenting – Contextual Realities

By

Saima Khalid

ABSTRACT
Parents are the very first relation that a child feels after opening his/her eyes in the world. Similarly children are the major source to give couple a feeling of parenthood. Besides love, care and affection; parenting demands a lot of responsibility like mentoring, physical, moral and spiritual upbringing, teaching and providing healthy environment at home. It is very important to understand the children’s emotions, feelings and above all their thoughts. The more parents understand their children thoughts the more easily they can satisfy their needs. On whole, parents play key role on children’s physical, cognitive, social, moral and emotional development (Zakiuddin, 2005). Keeping this background in our mind, we, from the Early Year Learning Association under the umbrella of Professional Teachers Association Network (PTAN) has been conducted a survey among 44 mothers. The aim of which to find that to what extent parents cater to their children needs from their and their child’s perspective, if they had any opportunity to respond that survey. Chi Square analysis has been performed to measure the association between the parents view about them selves and the views of their children about them. The outcomes of the study reveals that majority of the mothers thinks that they are playing good role most of the time in their and their children’s perspective also. 

Key words: parenting, children perspective, chi square

Science Teachers Understanding of Photosynthesis: A Case from a Science Teacher Education Programme

By 

Umme Farwah Halai
ABSTRACT
Science teachers’ content knowledge is a key issue in teacher training programs.

It is often observed that science teachers have a varying level of understanding of scientific concept, since majority of teachers specialize in a relatively narrow area of science. As a result, these student teachers either have limited understanding or alternative concepts about certain topics. Therefore, it was felt important to find out the science teachers understanding on a biological topic of Photosynthesis so that a teaching learning situation can be provided, where teachers get an opportunity to re- examine their own alternative views. In this paper, author shares an experience of teaching and learning process in a Science Resource Person Programme (SRPP) of ED-Links Project where teachers’ prior knowledge regarding Photosynthesis is elicited. The sample of the study was the 29 participants of the program. The qualitative approach was used in collecting and analyzing data. It was found that science teachers had an alternative view that “dark reaction takes place during night”. In this paper, the author would further tried to analyze how the above alternative concept might have originated and influenced Science teachers understanding. Finally, the paper provides a detail of a teaching sequence and various activities which helped student teachers to evaluate their own understanding of the topic. 

Action Research: A Journey for Professional Learning

By 

Muhammad Yusuf
ABSTRACT
Professional Development is a process which goes through out career. It is essential for every professional in their career. In the context of Sindh, teachers are working in isolation. There are limited opportunities of professional learning in systematic manner. Since action research presents a vehicle for making up a systematic examination of classroom teaching practices in relation to a current issue of professional concern and opportunity of professional discourse with other teachers, action research was introduced in ADIPE
 course by faculty to develop the notion of professional learning and develop their pedagogical content knowledge. ADIPE course participants were engaged, both individually and collectively, as participant inquires into their own teaching practices in their own context. The intent was, through action research, to foster their professional skills of reflective practice and pedagogical content knowledge.  

This paper first draw the conception of action research implicit with the course, and then explains the structure of the action research module and the specific approaches used to introduce action research to the ADIPE course participants. Further it shared the journey of two course participants who themselves was the part of the program. Finally, the paper reflects the experiences and professional learning of these two ADIPE participants through the process of doing action research.

A Reflective Paper Using FRESH framework for health promotion in 3 Schools with diverse backgrounds in Karachi
By
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Committee Members, HEALTH

ABSTRACT 

Health of an individual has a crucial link with the impact of education and hence to human productivity. Health is identified as a key factor in school entry, as well as continued participation and attainment in schools. School health education is seen as one of the most cost effective way to improve students’ health and as a result their academic performance through a number of studies. The WHO expert committee met in 1997 and agreed on three essential elements of health promoting school: Health Education, Health Environment and Health Services. Later School Health Policies was also included. Following Dakar declaration for Education for All that several international agencies agreed on four essential components for health promoting schools along with three supporting strategies. They are: i)School Health Policies, ii)Water and Sanitation, iii)Skill Based Health Education, iv)Skill Based Health Services .Three supporting strategies being: 1)Partnership between education and health, 2)Community partnerships 3)Pupil awareness and participation. This strategy is being used widely in developing countries for health promotion in schools. Pakistan with its population of 161 million has constantly scored low on key indicators of education and health.  Where children still die of preventable diseases such as diarrhea, malaria and where primary enrolment and retention rates are low. In this context health promotion in schools seems to be an effective strategy for improving health of the children through awareness and prevention.

This paper after giving a brief description of the author’s own schools, describes the characteristics of a health promoting school. It will then reflect on the processes of implementation of health promotion activities in three schools of Karachi using the FRESH model. It will reflect on the helping factors as well as the hindering factors in achieving the objectives.

Using Token Economy as Behavior Modification Technique in a Private School in Karachi
By

Tahmina Waqas

ABSTRACT 
Some of the common problems being faced by inclusive schools where typical children as well as children with special needs study together are learning difficulties, hyperactivity, attention deficit or behavioral problems. Of these behavior issues of children worry the teachers and management. 

This research paper presents the effectiveness of a behavior modification programme called "token economy". Token economy is individually tailored for a specific student to increase desirable behavior like paying attention in class, sharing and decrease undesirable behavior like fighting with the use of tokens. The first therapeutic use of tokens system was by Avendano Y Carderera in 1856 who gave a "ticket" for rewarding good behavior in children. The tokens are marked on a chart paper in form of stars and later exchanged for a meaningful object or privilege or one taken away in case of misbehavior. 

This study was conducted in one private school in Karachi. Specific programme was developed for a student after careful observations and discussion with the teachers and school management. A behavior assessment scale was devised for the teacher to evaluate the behavior after every month. 

The results show that token economy is an effective strategy in behavior modification and can be used effectively in inclusive as well as mainstream schools.
Exploring the Practice of Citizenship Education in the Social Studies Classroom: Action Research Study

By

Cassandra Fernandes Faria

ABSTRACT
One of the main goals of social studies education is to make students active and responsible citizens. Thus, citizenship education enables students to acquire the knowledge, skills and attitude to be informed, active and responsible citizens. However, the assumption is that in most cases the goals and objectives are not met due to the teachers’ limited knowledge and expertise with regard to social studies being taught by them. The pressures from the management of the school, parents and on-going assessment are also some of the factors that hinder the enrichment of the social studies curriculum. In relation to these factors, the study focuses on developing teachers’ understanding and practice for citizenship education in the social studies classroom.

A collaborative action research was undertaken to study the existing perceptions and practices for the citizenship education. Subsequently, an action research plan was prepared. The data were collected through classroom observations, semi-structured interviews, and the researchers’ journal. The data analysis was an on-going process.

The data from the study illustrates some possibilities that facilitate the practice of citizenship education. The possibilities that have been mentioned here are: the supportive and open learning environments for teachers to learn, providing opportunities for students to make decisions in the classroom such as in setting the test timetables, electing their classroom monitor and working cooperatively with one another. 

Furthermore, it highlights the challenges faced in the process were the rigid classroom syllabus, unavailability of time to meet collaboratively, and to conduct classroom research during the assessment time and concludes by suggesting some recommendations for the practicing citizenship education in the social studies classroom.

Material Development For Young Learners
By 

Fatima Dar

ABSTRACT
Materials are a key source through which knowledge is transmitted to the children. Most of the materials used for children present foreign and out of context situations. This not only makes language learning difficult but also sets before children settings to which they cannot relate to. It is quite understandable that in a global community knowledge of the world is important. At the same time knowledge of the local culture and people are equally vital to balance out the avalanche of foreign information. 

This paper discusses the importance of materials’ development with a view to keep them contextualized, localized and free of biases. It seeks to encourage teachers to go for material adaptations where the materials fall in the danger of becoming meaningless, uninteresting and out of contextual reach. It also hints at the fact that teachers are best suited to become material writers as they are the only ones who know their learners well.

Ethical Leadership in Education

By 

Qamar Safdar

Assistant Professor

ABSTRACT
Much has been written about leadership. Regrettably, less time and thought has been afforded the concept of ethical leadership. Perhaps it is the very lack of discussion about what it means to lead with ethics that has created the current decline in educational standards leading to distrust and failure of leadership in schools. Perhaps the time is now ripe for open discussion on this issue for globally values and standards have been relegated to the backbenches.

Though many leaders practice good principles, clearly it is time to inspect closely what it means to lead with ethics. The world is full of strong leaders; however, leadership is a neutral term. It can be good or bad. Stalin, Hitler, Mussolini, and Mao Tse Tung were regarded as good political leaders at some point in time by a certain element of the population. History has proven, however, that each was guilty of an immoral use of the tremendous power his leadership afforded him.

What will history tell us about our current leaders of industry? Are they leading their companies in an ethical way? Perhaps the best barometer of achievement in this regard is the sustainable success of an organization over the long haul. For when you whittle commerce down to the point of its raison d’être, you find its ethical basis. Is it not the mission and ethical imperative of every publicly held establishment to absorb the cost of doing business, produce a quality product for its customers, provide sustenance for its members, and turn a profit that can be reinvested to make the company stronger for lean times

This article discusses ethical leadership along the following components and discusses its place in the field of education

An Evaluation Study of Teaching Practices of English in Early Childhood Classrooms in Pakistan: Opportunities and Challenges

By 

Dr Shahida Mohiuddin

ABSTRACT
The over all purpose of this study was two fold:

· To evaluate the teaching practices of English in early childhood education classrooms in Pakistan against a set of predetermined parameters. 

· To study the impact of English teaching practices on the learning of students of early childhood Education in Pakistan.


The scope of the study covered early childhood education institutions in Pakistan. Samples from urban and rural areas were selected. For selecting preschools, purposive sampling method was used. To achieve the objectives as outlined above, the researcher developed data gathering instruments in the form of checklists, which covered various dimensions of teaching English at early childhood education. Fifty teachers, fifty parents and fifty children were interviewed and observed in natural setting. Robert Stake’s Countenance Model was adapted to document and report the findings in qualitative form. With the help of the sampled notes, specific portrayals and case studies were developed. 

The evaluation of early childhood education in Pakistan through this study identified following aspects of the teaching English:  

· At Early Childhood children should be encouraged to express their thoughts in their native language rather emphasizing too much on speaking in English. 

· Need to correlate teaching English at early childhood with attainable goals.  

· Rural schools as well as urban schools need to develop activity based learning for young children.

· Parents’ and teachers’ should be educated regarding how children can acquire English in multi –cultural environment?

Some of the issues related to further research included:

· Longitudinal studies of the recipients early childhood education in cultural settings and acquiring English language and its impact at later stage of formal education.

Helping learners to identify, practice and polish their skills…!

By 
Malaik Sultana Nouroz Ali Khowaja

ABSTRACT
This study is a qualitative exploratory study which explores the process of skills discovery in secondary level students. Reflective teachers can play a significant role and can create everlasting impact/s on the lives of learners by facilitating them. It is a ‘Case study’ in the context of a class room in a Religious Education Centre – REC in Girls’ section. In this particular case this is an effort to unfold the process of skills discovery and practical learning. Method of data analysis was based on the class room observations; teacher reflections and students sample work. Total seventeen to twenty students were sample of this activity in grade 9 during the teaching practicum observed by a mentor. The data collection period was comprised of six weeks of teaching however entire process was of three months. Researcher’s objective was to help students to at least know practically that they have many skills in them particularly writing poetry and those students who further want to build that skill can work on that further. In informal interactions with class-practicum students researcher came to know that few of them have started writing poetry individually. So, teacher felt a responsibility to disseminate her experiences to rest of the education family in order to learn more from their experiences.
FINDING TIME AND OPPORTUNITY FOR IN-SERVICE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

By
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ABSTRACT
Professional Development (PD) courses demand that teachers learn and practice new roles and ways of teaching/learning and assessment to create independent, critically conscious and confident life-long learners. That translates into a long-term contextual PD process to focus on dynamic role of teachers. Here, the problem is; where do teachers find time and support for that higher-level change in their already busy schedules? This issue explores the vital concern for the coordinators, head-teachers that how to crave out time, opportunity, and other relevant resources that teachers need to realize and practice the vision of PD. Therefore, in-service PD courses were introduced in the past decades. But, again time has emerged as key issue on most of the analysis of school change. Hence, while working with the teachers, we could explore and interpret a unique in-service PD strategy that addresses additional challenges of implementing required educational standards. Findings include; the teachers are getting updated feedback and information to improve their classroom practices, and address day-to-day issues. It has filled the prevalent gap between the teachers and the coordinators/managers. The coordinators could implement the learning theories through the teachers who are the right resources to implement the theories to bring change. It has also helped the teachers to manage time to do multiple responsibilities. The implications of the study reveal that it can help the coordinators, teacher educators and managers to further explore, design and implement effective in-service PD strategies to meet high expectations.  

Classroom Management and the Disruptive Child

By 

Arif Karedia

ABSTRACT
Maintaining Discipline is consistently a major concern for all educators these days due to the nature of the activities that promotes manipulation and exploration.  In every class there are students who are brilliant in understanding concepts and expressing ideas but their class room behaviours disturb the whole class environment. There are other students who have great potential to do much better but they don’t focus.  Difficult behaviours i.e. not listening to teachers, hitting and teasing other students become a big hindrance in the teaching and learning process. Being Principal the objective of my study is to maintain discipline in my school for this reason I examined different literature and researches related to classroom management and applied that study in my classrooms practices to see which strategies are effective in our context. 

This research also gives a new dimension of discipline as it mostly refers as punishment. Discipline in its truest sense means Guidance that teaches children to solve their problems and develop democratic life skills. A Professional teacher relies on understanding rather than patience and uses preventive and intervention strategies to address the problems. Setting clearly defined classroom rules, consistently reviewing and applying those rules, structuring the classroom environment to increase student learning, engaging student attention by using effective teaching behaviours and challenging curricular content, individualizing instruction and adapting assessment techniques to individual needs and providing feedback regarding student academic and behavioural progress can turn inappropriate student behaviour into an opportunity for learning, rather than an opportunity for punishment.

HOMEWORK – A TOOL FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (WITH REFERENCE TO SOCIAL STUDIES) 

By 
Ms. Nusrat Khurshedi 
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ABSTRACT
At the end of the first decade of the 21st century, still all over the world, many societies are engaging in serious and promising educational reforms. One of the key elements in most of these reforms is the professional development of teachers. In professional development for teachers main focusing area is teaching techniques. In forty – five minutes class, teachers used different teaching techniques and aid for improve the student learning skills and their own performance. However, they spend few minutes when it comes to transferring information in one of the best teaching techniques homework.  In spite of everything homework is one of the most negligible teaching techniques.   

Homework not only played an important role in the continuous professional development of the teacher but it also enhances the student abilities. In real, homework generally bridges the learning gap between teaching at school and teaching at home. As student learning improves when homework serves a clear purpose and is matched to both the skills of each individual student and to the current topics being taught in class, and for this effective homework strategies required. Especially in Social Studies, which includes various fields by involving past and current human behavior and interactions, such as anthropology, civics, economics, environment, geography, history, political science, religion, and sociology. 

The main objective of the paper to identify the role of homework as an effective teaching and learning tool by reviewing it in different dimension such as completion versus preparation, time limited versus open ended. 

Matching Teaching to Learners’ Needs

By 

SARA UMER & HIRA SHAH

[image: image1.emf]Matching teaching to learners' needs   'Teachers secure pupils' motivation and concentration by planning appropriately  challenging work for those whose ability and understanding are in advance of their  language skills.'    Teachers need to plan appropriately c hallenging work, testing a variety of different skills  and talents, using a variety of teaching and learning methods to trigger the learner's best  skills and potential.   Teacher should be:     clear about what constitutes high - level performance;      familiar with higher - order thinking and how this manifests itself in the context of  the subject;      able to set tasks that give opportunities for higher - order thinking skills.     DIFFERENTIATION    Teac hers should differentiate the content, learning process and outcome by using a  variety of:      ways of exploring curriculum content;      activities or processes to enable learners to make sense of new information and  ideas;      ways for learners to demonstrat e what they have learned.   Strategies for enhancing the outcome of a study include:     resolving dilemmas;      managing constraints;      manipulating and reconfiguring information;      evaluation.    Differentiation is effective when:     teaching and learning  shou ld be based on concept that help students to understand  and analyze and make them able to draw a creative conclusion.     learners are active in their learning, becoming increasingly independent in  thought, planning and evaluation;   
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